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HOPE FOR THE COUNTRYSIDE

Light and liberation are central to 
Hannukah (10-18 December) and 
Christmastide (25 December- 5 
Januar\), making both festivals 
particularl\ poignant at present. Jesus 
taught on the Êlight of the worldË around 
the time of Hannukah (John 10:22-31);b 
Christmas commemorates the coming 
into the world of the "true light which 
gives light to ever\ man" (John 1:9), and 
who calls us also to be the "light of the 
world" (Matthew 4:14-16). GLYe WKaQNV 
WKaW WKe "OLgKW" Rf CKULVW "VWLOO VKLQeV LQ WKe 
daUNQeVV aQd WKe daUNQeVV KaV QRW 
RYeUcRPe LW" (John 1:5).

BOeVVed aUe \RX, SRYeUeLgQ GRd Rf aOO, WR \RX be 
gORU\ aQd SUaLVe fRU eYeU. IQ WKe daUNQeVV Rf WKLV 
SaVVLQg age, \RXU VaLQWV SURcOaLP WKe gORU\ Rf 
\RXU KLQgdRP, UeYeaOed aPRQg XV LQ CKULVW, 

RXU OLgKW.

Advent is a time of anticipation and 
hope, as we look back at JesusË Ørst 
coming in humilit\ and look forward to 
His return in glor\.b Anticipation and 
hope are at the heart of farming also: 
we plant seeds in the cold winter soil in 
hope of their bursting forth in the 
warmth of spring; lambs grow steadil\ 
through the winter months in 
anticipation of their birth in spring. PUa\ 
WKaW faUPeUV ZLOO ØQd WKeLU KRSe LQ WKe LRUd 
JeVXV, LQ WKe PLdVW Rf cKaQge aQd 
XQceUWaLQW\. PUa\ fRU 'UXUaO UeYLYaO', fRU QeZ 
OLfe LQ UXUaO BULWaLQ, fRU UeVWRUaWLRQ aV Ze 
UeSeQW (Psalm 80), aQd WKaW Ze ZLOO 'ORRN 
fRU aQd KaVWeQ HLV UeWXUQ' (2 Peter 3:12).

At the end of this most unusual \ear we enter a new phase of British 
sovereignt\. Despite intense negotiations, there are still man\ unknowns, 
including with regard to the trading arrangements affecting farming and 
food (bit.l\/rusahdb1; bit.l\/rusahdb2). But we know that God "controls 
the course of world events, gives wisdom to the wise, and knows what lies 
hiddenÎ (Daniel 2:21), and we can place all the uncertaint\ into His hands.
 
As the UK leaves the EU, SUa\ fRU WKe LRUd WR bOeVV WKe RWKeU QaWLRQV Rf EXURSe 
- WKeLU OeadeUV aQd aOO SeRSOe (1 TLPRWK\ 2:1-2). PUa\ WKaW WKe LRUd ZLOO UaLVe XS 
aQd VWUeQgWKeQ HLV faLWKfXO fROORZeUV, aQd VeQd RXW OabRXUeUV LQWR HLV KaUYeVW, LQ 
aOO WKeVe OaQdV (MaWWKeZ 9:37). PUa\ fRU WKRVe VKaULQg WKe GRVSeO aQd SOaQWLQg 
aQd QXUWXULQg cKXUcKeV LQ UXUaO FUaQce aQd LQ UXUaO aUeaV acURVV EXURSe.

Carol services are a mainsta\ of the outreach of most rural and urban 
churches. Things will be ver\ different this \ear and will leave man\ 
disappointed, even devastated (bit.l\/ctcarols).bPUa\ WKaW cKXUcKeV ZLOO ØQd 
QeZ Za\V WR ceOebUaWe CKULVWPaV aQd UePLQd WKeLU cRPPXQLWLeV Rf LWV WUXe 
PeaQLQg. PUa\ WKaW CKULVWLaQV ZLOO ØQd Za\V WR UeacK RXW WR WKRVe ZKR aUe 
eVSecLaOO\ ORQeO\ aW CKULVWPaV aQd WR WKRVe LQ Qeed, bRWK ORcaOO\ aQd be\RQd. 
PUa\ WKaW LQ RXU SUeVeQW WLPeV, Ze ZLOO PaNe "WKe beVW XVe Rf WKe WLPe" aQd 
"XQdeUVWaQd ZKaW WKe ZLOO Rf WKe LRUd LV"b(Ephesians 5:16-17).
 
All \ear we have celebrated the wonders, vibranc\ and colours of creation. 
This season is alwa\s an e[cuse to unlock our creative side! Food and 
feasting, art and crafts, acting and stor\telling, music and song offer a 
m\riad of wa\s to e[press appreciation of one another and celebrate that 
God is good, and that He is alwa\s with us, whatever the circumstances. 
Creating things together can provide opportunities for deeper 
conversations, and sharing memories, confessions of pain, loss, an[iet\ or 
fear, sometimes sa\ing things too deep for words. PUa\ fRU cUeaWLYLW\ aQd 
cUeaWLYe Za\V Rf UeacKLQg RXW WR fULeQdV, faPLO\ aQd QeLgKbRXUV, eVSecLaOO\ WKe 
eOdeUO\ RU LVROaWed. PUa\ fRU VSecLaO PRPeQWV Rf cRQQecWLRQ aQd LQWLPac\, aQd 
WKe gUace aQd ZLVdRP WR OLVWeQ, WR SUa\ aQd WR VKaUe JeVXV. b b

Following our online pra\er gatherings in November, we are holding a 
'follow-up' on Saturda\, 30 Januar\ 2021, 9.00 - 10.30 AM. Please join us 
in pra\erbfoU Whe chXUcheV and commXniWieV of UXUal BUiWain. Find oXW moUe 
and Vign XS aW hftc0121.eventbrite.co.uk.b

 
'Hope for the Countr\side' is a partnership between Agricultural Christian Fellowship,  
Village Hope, the World Pra\er Centre and Top Barn Trust. 
OXr aim is to mobilise and resource pra\er for rural Britain. 
OXr Yision is of beacons of pra\er lighting up across our countr\side.  
OXr pra\er is for a fresh move of the Hol\ Spirit across the countr\side of our nation.

'Seeds of pra\er' is a resource for pra\er for  
individuals, groups, church services and other  
meetings. If this is helpful and inspiring or \ou would  
like to feed back \our own insights and pra\ers then  
we would be ver\ happ\ to hear from \ou.

Seeds of Pra\er
Light and liberation

Anticipation and hope

Brexit and blessing

Carols and creativity

Online Prayer Gathering, January 2021


